~ = L

o R o A s >
L 2CC d(’!f[’ _/-:12'35‘ /2‘6’59 -52?6

L L

ho ill ift the

eil of ystery from
the reat ntarctic
ce ontinent?

IWAITING the commg of
latter-day Columbus is a great con-
tinent, the exact extent of which

It is the last on the globe

awaiting exploration—that silent, grim, ice-

covered world that holds the South Pole
gduiched to its frozen bosom,

Strange it is that, while so many valiant
hes have been made toward the North
omparatively few explorers have set
their faces resolutely toward the Southern
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A kind of romantic rivalry has inspired
those who have sought the North Pole; the
mere glory of winning the prize has spurred

them on. Yet science may be much more
oreatly benefited and human knowledge
more vastly enriched when the secrets of

the mysterious Antarctic are revealed.
%

This year will see, probably, at least
twwo determined efforts to penetrate those
ynknown wastes. An English party, under
Lieutenant Shackelton, is already encamped
at the foot of Mount Erebus, although dis-
sensions in the ranks have seriously inter-
fered with the plans. It is expected that
another Charcot expedition will leave
France for the Antarctic about the middle
of the summer. The scientific world 1is
arousiag to the importance of revelations it
expects from the daring of a new Colum-
bus.

There is an immense field for Antarctic explora-
tion, and 1 believe the South Pole can be reached
without any very great difficulty. * . i But
the pole itself is pt the most interesting fitem. I
attach far greater importance to the further in-
vestigation of the huge Antarctic continent, about
which we know comparatively little at present.

We can only discera the very outlines so far
of the new world, the iast to be discovered on this
globe, but, geographically speaking at least, pos-
sessing the same right to be called and considered
an independent part of our globe as America or
Europe, albeit it is only a world of snow and ice.—
Dr. Otto Nordenskjold.

I' IS not the mere glcry of discovering the
South Pole, therefore, that spurs inves-
tigators of Anterctic mysteries—mysteries
clutcheC in an ice-bound continent esti-

mated to be as large =s Europe and Australia
combined.

For instance, Professor Gaudry, of the
French Academie, holds that the discovery of
fossils in Patagonia overthrows a number of
ideas formerly held regarding the progress of
evolution.

+ “This development,” he says, “does not ap-
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ar 1 the same continuity in tl
hemispheres, and it is to further discove
the Antarctic that we must look
tion of that great problem, the origin of life.

From discoveries of Dr Neordenskjold. the
Swede, whe found fossil imprints of tropical
plants in the Antarctic, it has been concluded
that rich and abundant vegetation once existed
in the vieinity of the South Pole. Perha-s
more thorough search may reveal evidences ot
an unknown race once fluurishing in the
now inhabited only by seals and penguins.

There are mysterious currents and forces
of nature that seem to have their origin in the
Antarctic. In the general-maritime circulation
the southern polar seas play a considerable role.
So great, indeed, are these influences that one
scientist has said that there may be found the
cradle of all the tides in the world.

From th- South Pole start the cold
rents that go to weaken the warm L of the Gulf
Stream in the Atlantic; aad in the Pacific. to
e warm currents, the final offshoots
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wiuch die 1 the truzen circles of the Arctic
Here these - srm messengcrs from the

lower latituues eat away the edges of the eter-

sea.

nal ice, crumble the glacial mount ins into
“bergs,” which drift away to threaten tie

mariner in less inhospitable seas

Apart from their danger to shipping, these
ivtfb('rgs have a great influence on ~limatic vari-
ations. “They are the seed fruom which grows
the cyclone,” says Engineer Pleneau. “The
South Pole climatically governs the North Pole
and all the space between. In no part of the
great mass of water whick ... -e. up two-thirds
of the earth’s surface are ‘he waves so high as
in the Antaretic ocean.”

“The terrific gales which exist in various
parts of the Antarctic show it to be .. sort of
“Throne of the Winds,”” said ancther authority,
“and until the action of such an extremely dis-
turbing area is known, weather forecasters will
not have at their command all the necessary
facts for foretelling the weuther.” I
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Lieutenant Shackelton’s English expedition
sailed from Cowes last August, and proceeded
to the southern ice barrier. There, not long
ago, a dispute arose between Lieutenant Shack-
elton and the sailing master of the vessel, re-
sulting in a physical encounter.

The lieutenant and a party, well provi-
sioned for a long wait, landed and went into
camp at the foot of Mount Erebus, while the
irate sailing master took the barkentine Nimn-
rod back ‘0 New Zealand.

During the summer Lieutenant Shackelton
will make whatever exploration is possible, and
may even attempt a dash toward the South
Pole, while awaiting the return of tke Nimrod
next fall. The scientific researches he expected
to make with the aid of the vessel must await
a more propitious opportunity.

Dr. jean Charcot hopes for better luck with
the French expedition. As he ha. already
pass-J] two jears in the Arctaretic, he expects to
beneiit by experience. He eapects to spend st
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.st two years on the coming expedition.

Great fortitude is required for Antarctic
exploration. *In the Arctic regions there is at
least some relief from monotony,” said a
French writer recently. “The changing form
of the icebergs vrovides the landscape wit
siderable diversity. The ice mountains
cities, architectural edifices, whimsical and va-
ried, sometimes depressed, at others sharp-
pointed, often pierced with holes like Moorish
minarets or the steeples of our churches.

“On these uncertain angles the light falls:
it is reflected, refracted and decomposes itself
into all the colors of the prism. Here are to be
seen rainbows in a perpetual trevble of shaky
beauty.

EVERYTHING MONOTONOUS

“At the South Pole, nothing like it. The
ice shines with a color just as vivid, but there
rainbows are fixed, and the icebergs affect all the
same form—Ilarge cubes, ali alike. Such mo-
notonous surroundings make the tedium, the in-
activity of the long polar night most depress-
ing.”

Dr. Charcot did not permit inactivity, how-
ever. He always found somethiig to do him-
s=If and plenty to occupy the time of the others.
Fe arranged for forced tasks, where such obli-
gations did not already exist, and he did ne:
permit any discussion as to their utility.

He watched with especial care -the diet of
the men that it aight ward off scurvy. He had
taken along large quantities of preserved vege-
tables, and he insisted on their being eaten.
This was always accompanied with much grum-
bling on the part of the men, as under the ef-
fect of the climate the only call ox the stomach
is for flesh.

Another severe tria! in this line is the ne-
cessity of eating the oily flesk of the seal. It is
the only form of fresh meat possible, so that,
unpleasant as it may be, if must be

REWARDED BY BEING EATEN

“And how were these birds rew=rded for
] its? B per utiliza-
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German expedition went
whnich was well equipped
research. This vesse! reached the
aretic ice in February, 1502, and
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Sudden and unexpected snowstorms
rest obstacle with which the Gauss peo-
ple had to contend. These mad

exceedingzly dangerous; they

that all landmarks
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appeared, small hillocks quite el
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ZTOW ice mountains, and all

from ar ice
He lost his
hours. All
obliged to join themseives with
the neighborhood in a wide senicircle.

WLlen such a-storm descendec upon an ex-
ploring expedition there was notl ing to &‘;_but
pitch a tent, make it as comfortat!
slip into a sleeping sack and let the fury o
elements rage.

British expeditions have concentrated their
efforts, as a rule, upon the route south from
New Zealand. Here the larzest glacier that i
known works out from the overland ses of. 12
that gathers about the Souti

and was not for two
members of t.e crew
h -cpes and search

the were

Pole. It is
eral hundre. miles wide, and has beer follow. 1
for 300 miles.

Between the open sea und the pole lie some-
thing like 750 miles of land ice. Polar trav-
elers have estimated that a small party, landir
near the voleano of Erebus, with about & hun-
drad good dogs and sustenance for two vears,
w: uld have @ good chance of reaching the South
Pole.

But who will be the Columbus of
continent under the Southern Crossl
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